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not, he may behave himself so as to avoid all those
impertinences, falsehoods, and foolish and wicked
excursions which I complain of.

There is a happy medium in these things: the
shopkeeper, far from being rude to his customers,
on one hand, or sullen and silent on the other;
may speak handsomely and modestly of his goods
what they deserve, and no other ; may with truth,
and good manners too, set forth his goods as they
ought to be set forth, and neither be wanting to the
commodity he sells, or run out into a ridiculous ex-
travagance of words, which have neither truth of
fact, or honesty of design in them.

Nor is this middle way of management at all less
likely to succeed, if the customers have any share
of sense in them, or the goods he shows any merit
to recommend them.

Let the tradesman then try the honest part, and
stand by that, keeping a stock of fashionable and
valuable goods in his shop to show; and, I dare
say he will run no venture, nor need he fear cus-
tomers. If anything calls for the help of rattling
words, it must be mean, unfashionable, and ordi-
nary goods, together with weak and silly buyers;
and let the buyers that chance to read this, remem-
ber, that whenever they find the shopkeeper begins
his fine speeches, they ought to suppose he has
trash to bring out, and believes he has fools to show
it to.